An Iranian oil tanker sank in the East China Sea on 14 January, eight days after colliding with a cargo ship. The Sanchi was carrying 136,000 tonnes of ultra-light crude oil, and had been adrift and partly on fire after the accident, prompting fears of a significant oil spill. Chinese state media reported that the fire spread further and the tanker sank. The vessel's 32 crew perished in the accident. It is so far unclear how much oil has been released. China's State Oceanic Administration says that it will monitor the site for environmental damage.
PEOPLE

Society head
Former US Department of Energy secretary Steven Chu is the president-elect of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), the organization announced on 9 January. 
DEATHS FROM AIR POLLUTION IN INDIA
In 2015, the burning of biomass in homes contributed to the deaths of nearly 270,000 people in India, most of them living in rural areas.
POLITICS
Immigration lawsuit
The US government must continue a programme that gives temporary residency to people who entered the United States illegally as children, a federal district court judge in
Map mayhem
Mathematical analyses featured heavily in a 9 January US federal-court decision that found a North Carolina congressional-district map unconstitutional. The map defines voting districts that will each elect one member to send to the House of Representatives this year. A panel of three judges ruled unanimously that it had been drawn to give an advantage to the Republican Party. Among other lines of evidence, the judges cited work by mathematician Jonathan Mattingly of Duke University in Durham, North Carolina,
CONSERVATION
Rainforest park
Peru has designated a new reserve in the heart of the Amazon rainforest. The Yaguas National Park, announced on 11 January,
FUNDING
Italian excellence
The Italian ministry of research announced on 9 January how it will distribute a €1.3-billion (US$1.6-billion) pot of funds as part of an initiative aimed at boosting research excellence. The money will be given out over 5 years to 180 university departments judged in a competition to have the strongest research plans. It is the first time Italy has run a competitive research-excellence scheme. Just 25 winners were from universities in the poorer south of the country. The ministry pledged to use €110 million of European Union subsidies to bolster prospects in future excellence competitions for researchers in disadvantaged areas. 
TECHNOLOGY
AI beats humans
